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1. Introduction 

(ref Community Links Policy 2005) 

St Patrick’s National School promotes a strong sense of community at various levels. These 

include: 

• the school community  

• the parish  

• home/school communication (on-going two-way consultation) 

• our school partnership programme with Rutland NS, Dublin 

• local and wider community. 

 

Our school has a long tradition of awareness-raising, as well as fundraising, for a wide number 

of charitable organisations.  Behind this programme are some of the core principals of the 

school: 

 

1.1 All partners in the school community have a role to play in fostering a positive  

atmosphere for all associated with the school, and beyond;   

1.2 This is a parish school, and a strong link is maintained with the parish through regular 

involvement in, and support for, parish projects; 

1.3 Strong home/school links are fostered through on-going two-way communication and 

consultation; 

1.4 St Patrick’s NS established a partnership with Rutland NS in 1999, and since then both 

schools have shared a number of joint activities and projects; 

1.5 The school works to raise awareness, interest, care and responsibility in local social and 

environmental matters. 

 

 

2. Background 

Numerous charities that have been supported in the past, including (but not exclusive to): 

• The Children’s Medical Research Foundation at Crumlin Hospital 

• The National Children’s Hospital  

• Team Hope (formerly Operation Christmas Child), also known as the Shoebox Appeal 

• Barnardos  

• Irish Cancer Society 

• The Irish Heart Foundation 

• The Multiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland 
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• The Wheelchair Association 

• Guide Dogs for the Blind  

• GOAL 

• As I Am (autism awareness and support). 

and many others. 

 

 

3. Aims 

St Patrick’s NS has a tradition of encouraging its community to be aware of the needs of 

others around us and to respond positively to such needs.   This programme builds on a long 

tradition wherein the school has supported regular awareness-raising and fund-raising 

projects.  

 

It also offers the school community an opportunity to propose a charity that is particularly 

close to them or their family.  

 

 

4. Content 

A small number of ‘core’ charities receive a focus and support at the school from year to year, 

all of them being well-known to our wider school community through personal situations and 

or connections.   

 

They include The Irish Hospice Foundation, and The Children’s Medical and Research 

Foundation (CMRF) at Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children in Crumlin. 

 

 

 

 

5. Consultation 

Members of the school community – children, parents, staff, and the Board of Management 

may nominate a charity for consideration as our school ‘designated charity’ for a specific term.  

Proposals should be sent by e-mail to the Principal with 
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• the name of nominated charity - please include the Charity Number (it begins CHY…) 

• the reasons for your nomination. 

 

 

6. Allocation 

Decisions regarding the designated charity are made by the in-school management team 

(including the Principal and Deputy Principal). 

 

 

7. Success criteria 

The success of this policy will be measured by  

 the level of support for the programme and the charities involved 

 feedback from the children, such as their understanding and appreciation of challenges 

within our community and beyond 

 feedback from members of the wider school community. 

 

 

8. Implementation 

This programme was implemented on a trial basis from January 2016, and became school policy 

following its ratification by the Board of Management.  

 

Prior to the beginning of each term, the designated charity for the term ahead is announced.  

The programme to support and/or promote the charity will vary from term to term and from 

charity to another, depending on resources and other circumstances. 

 

 

9. Ratification  

This programme was ratified by the Board of Management on 21st November 2016.  

 

 

10. Communication 

School personnel and members of the school community were informed of the programme’s 

ratification, and it was published on the school website.  The programme is available in hard 

copy from the School Office, and will be made available to the DES and the school’s Patron, 

on request.  
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11. Review 

11.1  Roles and responsibilities   

This programme will be reviewed by the Principal, in consultation with the ISM team, and the 

school’s wider education partners.  

 

11.2  Timeframe  

This programme is scheduled for a full review in 2021.  It is noted that the Board of 

Management will initiate a review, and possible revision of the policy as and when such a 

requirement is identified. 

 

 

 

 

Signed:  _________________________    Signed:  _________________________ 

Chairperson Principal 

Board of Management 

 

Date:  _______________                       Date:  _______________ 
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APPENDIX  

Designated Charities 2015/16 

 

Some ‘core’ charities receive a focus and support at the school from year to year, all of them 

being well-known to our wider school community through personal situations.   

 

They include The Irish Hospice Foundation, and The Children’s Medical and Research 

Foundation (CMRF) at Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children in Crumlin. 

 

 

 

 

Since the introduction of this programme in 2015, the designated charities have been: 

 

2015/16:   

Term 2 Term 3 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


